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In the past three vears, the
staf of the Kingdom of
Callaway Historical Society has
heen actively seeking to Incate
and vatalog family cemmeteries
which are essentially unknown
1o the public and to the Society,

In this period of dme we have
seen the number of cataloged
cemeterkes rise from 232 at the
inception of the program lo the
current number of 281, with
moat of the cemeteries of
nrrease heing of the small fam-
fly bnuial sites that are Jocatedl
on land purchazed by our early
pioneers. Many of these small
cemeterics have been
destroverd, bt this time we
wouhl like (u dlisciess somme thiat
have been saved,

Additonally, there is a cur
rent st of approximately 50-
M cemeterles thal are nol
paul of the cument catalog of
eemeteries but are just waiting
10 ke Jocated using GPS and b
digitally photographed, It is
‘undlear how many cemeteries

will be potentially located n
Callawny County.

This has been an exceptional
year for the cemeletes of
Callaway County. For many of
us, It goes without notice that
several of the more aged and
historic cemeteries have seen

vaus| |mpl‘l\"-:l.11u|l$ a8 a resul:
DI "GI'"UE‘I‘H_ I.EH!.J' ol 111_1'] pro
Erauis,
| Most prominent among these
cemetery cleanip efforts are
those at Old Salein Missionary
Baptist Cemetery on Route O
near  Readsville,  Criswell
Cemetery (New Providence Dld
-

Cumberiand Preshyterian
Cemeteryl on Route J north of
Guthrie, and High Hill Baptist
Cemetery on County Hoad
4003, approximately halfway
between Route AA and Rowue
BR.

All three of these cemeteries
have prodted greatly as a result
of these efforts. To those of you
involved in these projects, we
tp our hais,

In mid-summer about four
vears agn, Wayme .Johnson
(rnally Jovesten] arwd alempled (o
photograph High Hill Baptist
Cemeery. It was a Rirly lhrge
cemetery, but he was only able
to find and photograph five
tombstones becanse of small
trees and undergrowth that
totally obscured the cemetery

A year later, one lidividual
started on a solitary crusade of
cleaning up this cemeery by
himsclf. A year later, the
Richard and Frances Vaughn
[amdly and extended family
took up the crusade to clean
up. protect and preserve this
old cemetery thal was estal-
lished in 1871,

The first hall-day of ther
cleanup  cfforts  involved
approdimately 10 people mov-
g out amd burning whal ome
man had dene the previous
year. | am proud to say that
this family has come back a
secord year with renewed viger
annel @ lod of pood planning, and
has mads serious headway in
cleaning up this obviously large
cermnelery,

The cemetery is now devoid of
amall saplings and under-
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Contributed phato

This specially made gale now graces the entrance 1o High Hill Cemetery located in the southern
part of Callaway.

growth tha: once choked this
cemetery, sporls a bremd new
steel gate and archesd entrnrsay
and 5 awaiting a new [ewe
armired the eonfines of the
cemelery,

Bural listings ffom the mid-
19205 indicatc approximately
70 hairizls at this cemetery, but
currenil esliinales are belween
150 and 200 buriak, with the
cemetery being essendally full.

The fence will probably be com-
pleted this f2ll and plans are
currenfly underway to start
recovering, ceaning and re-
érecting many of these fallen
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High Hill Baptst Cemeery
stands as & testimony as to
what one determined tamily
can accomplish when ey pug
thetr mind to the task at hand,

Quoting Frances Vaughn,
‘Had we known that the ceme-
tery was that '|a|jge or coriained
thizal tmany burlals, I'm not sure
that we would have undertalken
this deanup. Rut we ]"IEWE&
core (oo far now o back our
ared let Mother Mature toke it
hack over as she had.” :

The extended Vauglun Gunily
took note of the sz and simp ‘
backed up. redoubled Lhe§
efforts and thelr planning a
pushed ahead. With the sue-
cess of recovery projecis Lil:e¢
this one, an observer begins too
feel that the days of apathy and
greed are now bekind us with
more and mere people |
the contributon our “pion
forefathers, burled in these
cemeteries, made and are more
willing than ever to commit to
protecting and preserving these
hallvwed reminders of our pi-b-
NEET pAsT.

Memorlal Day was urlgmﬂlij'
celebrated ag o remembrance
af pur military cdead and of our
famnilies that have gooe before
ue. [t 3 moel appropriate that
we exiend this to remember
those who were nstrumental in
making Callsway County what
it is tocay.

(Edifor's note: Kingdam Netes
s a weekly column of (e
Kingdom of Callaway Historical
Soctetiy)



